
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       JULY 5, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 6th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 463 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, having strength and being strong is an essential 
attribute in dealing with both the objective and subjective 
worlds.  The strength we are describing is measured as the 
capacity to enact justice for oneself and others.  What makes 
this strength difficult to manifest is that it requires the capacity 
to feel weak and to relate to weakness.  I have an aversion to 
weakness, and an antipathy to anything that evokes feeling 
weak.  However, my affinity to strength and feeling strong is 
not so total that I cannot think about my aversion to weakness. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 6:1-13 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 393 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 234 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for July 12, 2015 
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24; 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29. 

F.Y.I. 
 The Church School Teachers are taking a break for the summer.  
There will be no church school during July and August. 
 In the coffee room are copies of an article: “Imaging God: Jesus 
and God.”  It is chapter four of The God We Never Knew, by 
Marcus Borg.  The article is offered as part of an ongoing 
conversation around the question: Was Jesus God?  There are 
also copies of the book for sale for $14.50.  Checks should be 
made out to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Mark the Memo: Book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Church Office: 707-795-6620 
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Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 6th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 6:1-13) 

 Christ was teaching in the synagogue and his words “astounded” 
the people who heard him. They took “offense” at him. The Greek 
is more colorful and has more clarity: he repeatedly and 
aggressively offended the people’s sense of right and wrong, 
appealing to them to think in unfamiliar and unacceptable ways. 
The text says: “And he could do no deed of power there, except 
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.” The 
word “sick” is a Greek word meaning “infirm, from a root “not” plus 
the verb “to strengthen.” The word “cure” is a Greek word meaning 
“to wait upon menially,” or figuratively “to adore” [adore: to regard 
with deep, joyful love]. The Greek indicates: He was able to impose 
himself in a non-invasive way, waiting upon a few who were infirm 
[without strength], doing so in a servile manner, adoring them. 
 What was and is astounding and offensive about Christ is his 
urging us to pay attention to what is weak, without strength, and 
then waiting upon the weak in a servile manner, adoring them. 
What is being proposed here is a way of life where attention is 
given to what is without strength rather than to what is strong; or 
perhaps more accurately, a way of life where we adore what makes 
us feel weak rather than what makes us feel strong. 

If we apply this teaching to the objective world, so that Christ is 
telling us to pay attention to other people who are weak, we might 
find doing so offensive to some degree. But I think that when we 
attend to other people who are weak any offense we feel is offset 
by the feeling of strength or accomplishment that comes from 
doing something good or noble. I think the intention Christ had was 
and is to tell us to adore those aspects of our subjective life that 
make us feel weak. Attending to other people who are without 
strength is a good thing, but it misses the point. The point is: the 
fullness of our own human life is brought to us as we learn to adore, 
to regard with deep and joyful love, those things about our own life 
that make it difficult or maybe impossible to feel strong. The 
experience of the fullness of our own human life is what teaches us 
how to helpfully relate to anyone, especially to the weak. 

Approaching our life in such a way as to focus on what makes us 
feel weak is not something that will excite us. It will likely have the 
opposite effect and deflate us. We are in love with feeling strong, 
and with doing things that make us feel strong. We like things that 
inflate us. It is no wonder that we are astounded and offended by 
what Christ teaches. 
 When Christ sent out the twelve disciples he gave them 
instructions about what to take, what to wear, how to enter a place 
they visited and conduct themselves while there. I believe these 
instructions serve the purpose of helping the disciples be congruous 
with the task they were given. They were given authority over “the 
unclean spirits.”  The phrase “unclean spirit” in Greek refers to an 
aspect of our life, something like a mental disposition or a “self,” 
that has not been integrated into our primary personality and 
operates independently of who we mostly are. It is a part of us we 
do not relate to, and in that sense has not been “pruned” or 
“cleansed.” The disciples were not to go and present as someone 
who had the strength to master their life and had done so 
successfully; they were to present as ordinary people, especially 
people comfortable with feeling weak and being related to their 
own “unclean spirits.” 

The disciples are given “authority” over the unclean spirits, 
“authority” referring to the “privilege” of having the “power” or 
“capacity” to influence unclean spirits. The way that worked is, the 
disciples proclaimed that all should “repent,” a word meaning “to 
think differently or afterwards, i.e. reconsider.” The root of “repent” 
is “accompaniment” plus “to exercise the mind.” Jesus and the 
disciples asked people to “exercise their mind” and think differently 
about what they adored. The idea would be to shift focus from what 
made them feel strong, to what made them feel weak. Doing so 
would create an internal environment that would be “friendly” to 
the “unclean” parts of us to which we do not relate and would 
therefore be without strength. In such an environment the weak 
parts of us would be influenced to come out from the place they 
reside. They can then be attended to, waited upon, adored. 
 The heart of this is the idea that we are asked to attend to the 
aspects of our life that are without strength, and which connect us 



to feeling weak. My guess is that even the thought of doing this 
makes us feel weak, so perhaps this is where we begin. We all have 
an aversion to feeling weak, and an attraction to feeling strong. We 
need to begin to notice both, and to “exercise our mind” and think 
about both our aversion and our attraction, and see where doing 
so takes us. It is not that there is any particular aspect of our life, 
like a feeling or an issue, which we need to focus on. We need to 
focus on our need to feel strong and to not feel weak, to adore 
[regard with deep, joyful love] our being a person who lives in this 
tension. Doing so will bring us an option to adore things we have 
never been able to approach. 

[Jim Robie, 7-2-15, Cycle B, Mark 6:1-13] 


